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Garage doors are oversize by necessity. We 
typically think of them opening at the push of 
a button and, thanks to their sectional design, 
storing neatly overhead. All too frequently 
in the early years of suburban development, 
that convenience came with an aesthetic cost: 
monotonous expanses of endlessly repeated 
small panels.

With attention to proportion and a nod 
toward oversize doors of the past, the overall 
scale of garage doors can be mitigated. In this example, the 
garage-door width is divided into three 3-ft.-wide sections to 
reduce the scale of the 9-ft.-wide by 8-ft.-tall overhead door. The 
vertical V-groove, tongue-and-groove boards suggest a carriage-
house door that slides around an interior corner or folds accordion-
style to store at the side of the opening. 

The adjacent single-leaf passage door complements the garage-
door design. Because the passage door is only 6 ft. 8 in. tall, a 
transom window ties it to the height of the overhead doors. The 
proportion of the lites and their pattern reflect the proportion 
and three-lite-wide configuration found in both the passage and 
overhead doors.
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